Use of a movable guide wire system facilitates successful percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty when the coronary artery is occluded. When collateral vessels, which usually arise from the contralateral coronary artery, are present the myocardium may remain viable despite a coronary occlusion. Such vessels also allow visualisation of the distal part of the occluded vessel. This retrograde opacification of the occluded vessel may be useful for the safe positioning of either the guide wire or the balloon catheter before inflation. We report the retrograde visualisation of an occluded left anterior descending coronary artery via collateral vessels from the right coronary artery. This allowed good positioning of the balloon catheter and 
